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Shoshone-Bannock tribal elder (left) teIIs oral history about the Comanches and the connec-
tion to the area. (Lori Ann Edmo photos)

By LORI ANN EDMO

Sho-Ban News

FORT HALL —With the
backdrop of a tipi on Poho-
goi (Ferry Butte) members
from the Comanche Tribe
attended a sunrise gather-
ing August 7 at the invita-
tion of Shoshone-Bannock
tribal elder Fred Auck to
learn oral history about the
area they frequented.

The morning star
could be viewed in the
darkness as Auck told
about the encampment
area of the Comanches and
the Shoshones. Despite
a chill in the air, those
in attendance gathering
around the fire as stories
were told.

Auck explained how
Pohogoi sits on the deep-
est aquifer in the world
an area where the tribal
people liked to camp.
There’s a lot of trout - good
fish down there and deer
as he pointed to the Fort
Hall Bottoms.

He said the Coman-
ches and Shoshone were
all kin. The Comanche
didn’t leave from here, ac-
cording to the stories Auck
was told, they moved for a
reason. “People have dif-
ferent stories but the way
['ve been told was when
the military rounded us up
and we made it to the res-
ervation, they didn’'t —they
knew the Comanches were
with us.”

Auck explained the
significance of Mother
Earth, the old people say
it's called that because it
takes care of you. The gath-
ering is because he wanted
to bring the Comanche
back to the sacred area.

He had his NAC box
with him and after the
sun rose he brought out a
whistle and it is said to be
one of the original bamboo
whistles from when the

peyote ceremony was cre-

Comanche tribal members in attendance at the Shoshonean Reunion gather around the fire
as they listen to the stories about Pohogoi.

Fred Auck pictured with the whistle that came to the Sho-

shone and Bannocks.

ated. Four whistles were
distributed in four direc-
tions - one stayed in the
east with the Comanche,
one went south to a tribe
unknown, one went north
to a tribe unknown and the
fourth came to the west
to the Comanche home-
land known as Pohogoi
(Shoshone-Bannock) area.

According to oral
history the whistles went
with the teaching of peyote
(sacrament)  ceremony.
The four whistles will
come together at the time
when conditions of the
earth/world will be in
question and the whistles
will be available in the
hour of great need.

In the 1900s 12
Shoshone and Bannock
people were invited to
go and learn the prayer
ways of conducting peyote
ceremonies with the Co-
manche. Comanche elder
named “Codynah” taught
them the Comanche
teachings. His wife “Wo-
kwai” was blind but was
the water lady. She taught

The office is open
Monday through Friday
8am.to5pm.on
regular business days.

COVERINGIDAHOSIINDIANCOUNTRY,

The Sho-Ban News is published and owned by the Shoshone-
Bannock Tribes and printed at Bear River Publishing in
Preston, Idaho. The Sho-Ban News is located in the old

Fort Hall Casino building at 385 Bannock Trail Road.

Our mailing address is P.O. Box 900, Fort Hall, Idaho, 83203.
Postage is third class bulk mail at the Main Post Office in
Pocatello, Idaho. For subscriptions, news article submissions
or display advertising information contact the business
office at 208-478-3701 or fax at 208-478-3702.

Fort Hall Business Council, Publishers
Lori Ann Edmo, Editor
Roselynn Yazzie, Assistant Editor
Brenda McKean, Bookkeeper
Brenda Appenay, Circulation Technician
& Advertising Salesperson
Jeremy Shay, Web/Graphics Specialist
Vacant, Reporter
Joseph Wadsworth, Videographer

ﬁ VISIT US ON FACEBU‘UK ORAT SHOBANNE WS com

Subscriptions are
$60 per year or
$30 for six months.
Email: shobnews@jida.net

the women the water
portion of the peyote cer-
emony. There were other
Comanche head men that

also taught our people.
Codynah’s great
grandson Lloyd Mei-

nokekey was in atten-
dance at the sunrise gath-
ering confirming the oral
history. He said he has the
whistle in his possession
that went to his tribe.
After the stories were
shared, the Comanches
were presented with gifts
including a commemora-
tive cup with Pohogoi and
Quanah Parker on it. They
also drank spring water
from The Bottoms, buffalo
tao (dry meat), corn, and
chokecherry pudding.
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Fred Auck presents a buckskln bag to Lloyd Heminokekey, Comanche whose great grand-
father Codynah was talked about in the stories.

Sidney Fellows and Bailey Dann (left) distribute gifts of buffalo tao, chokecherry pudding,
corn and the cups with Pohogoi on it and Quanah Parker.
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